We claim: 

y 1 . method of electronically transferring funds from a sender to a receiver, 

2 comprising: \ 

3 receiving mmi the sender an amount of a funds transfer, a designation of a source 

4 account f^ the funds transfer, and contact information of the receiver 

5 sufficient forVontacting the receiver, without receiving from the sender a 

6 designation of a Wget account of the receiver; 

7 receiving from the receiver the designation of the target account for receiving the 

8 funds from the sender;\nd 

9 instructing an automated clearinghouse (ACH) member to effect a number of 
10 ACH entries to cause the transfer of funds from the source account to the 
n target account. \ 

7 2. The method of claim 1, wherein thV designation of the source account includes 

2 a routing/transit number and an account number\ 

7 3. The method of claim 1, wherein the designation of the target account includes 

2 a routing/transit number and an account number. \ 

7 4. The method of claim 1, further comprising receiving the amount of the funds 

2 transfer, the designation of the source account for the funHs transfer, and the contact 

3 information of the receiver from the sender via a web site. \ 

7 5. The method of claim 1, further comprising receiving the\^amount of the funds 

2 transfer, the designation of a source account for the funds transfer, and the contact 

3 information of the receiver from the sender by telephone. \ 

1 6. The method of claim 5, further comprising receiving the amount\of the funds 

2 transfer, the designation of a source account for the funds transfer, and tn^ contact 

3 information of the receiver from the sender with an interactive voice response uniK 

7 7. The method of claim 1, further comprising receiving the amount of the nmds 

2 transfer, the designation of a source account for the funds transfer, and the contact 
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3 infoni^tion of the receiver from the sender by email. 

/ '8. The method of claim 1, further comprising receiving the amount of the funds 

2 transfer, the designation of a source account for the funds transfer, and the contact 

3 information Wficient of the receiver from the sender by a message from a financial 

4 management application of the sender. 

/ 9. The method of claim 8, further comprising the financial management 

2 application automatically determining the sender's source account, and including the 

3 determined account in tne message. 

J 10. The method orclaim 1, further comprising: 

2 contacting the reiseiver using the information provided by the sender, and 

3 informing the receiver that the sender has initiated or will initiate a transfer of 

4 funds to the receiver. \ 

7 11. The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

2 receiving from the sender a telephone number of the receiver; and 

3 calling the receiver using the telephone number provided by the sender, and 
,4 informing the receiver that the s^der has initiated or will initiate a transfer of 

5 funds. \ 

1 12. The method of claim 1 1, further comprising: 

2 receiving the designation of the target account from the receiver by telephone. 
/ 13. The method of claim 1 1 , further comprising :\ 

2 receiving the designation of the target account\irom the receiver using an 

3 interactive voice response unit. \ 

/ 14. The method of claim 1, further comprising: \ 

2 receiving the designation of the target account from the receiw via a web site. 

1 15. The method of claim 1, further comprising: \ 

2 receiving from the sender a first and second telephone numbers of thesieceiver; 

3 calling the receiver using the first telephone number provided by the sender; and 
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4 responsive to the call to the receiver at the first telephone number being 

5 unsuccessful, calling the receiver using the second telephone number provided 

6 by t^e sender. 

/ 16. The melbhod of claim 1, further comprising: 

2 receiving from the sender an email address of the receiver; and 

3 contacting the recover by an email to the email address provided by the sender, 

4 and informing tn^ receiver that the sender has initiated or v^iW initiate a 

5 transfer of funds. 

1 17. The method of claim iV further comprising: 

2 receiving the designation of tnktarget account from the receiver by email. 

O I 18. The method of claim 16, further comprising: 

?^ 2 providing in the email to the receiver^ plurality of alternate means for contacting 

3 a service providing the funds transfi^o claim the funds. 

fli 

|i| / 19. The method of claim 16, further comprf^g: 

2 including in the email to the receiver computer readable data for updating a 

O 3 financial management application of they receiver's w^ith information 

4 describing the funds transfer. 

Ill 

7 20. The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

2 receiving from the sender a description to be associated \^ith the funds transfer 

3 and provided to the receiver. 

/ 21 . The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

2 registering the sender for future funds transfers by storing for the ^nder a list of 

3 receivers for receiving funds transfers, each receiver having associated contact 

4 information; and 

5 wherein receiving from the sender contact information of the receiver cori^rises 

6 receiving from the sender a selection of one of the list of receivers, jmd 

7 automatically using the associated contact information to contact the selectee 

8 receiver. 
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/ 2 a The method of claim 21, further comprising; 

2 deteWnining whether the receiver specified by the sender has registered 

3 inibrmation designating the target account and contact information of the 

4 receiver; and 

5 responsiveNx) the receiver having registered information, contacting the receiver 

6 using the^^registered contact information, and requesting the receiver to 

7 confirm the^nds transfer to the registered target account. 

1 23. The method oi'claim 1, further comprising: 

2 registering the sender^r future funds transfers by storing for the sender a list of 

3 source accounts for pmviding funds transfers; and 

4 wherein receiving from the\sender the designation of a source account comprises 

5 receiving from the sendera selection of one of the list of source accounts for 

6 the funds transfer. \ 

1 24. The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

2 registering the receiver for future fundVtransfers by storing for the receiver a list 

3 of target accounts for receiving funds ttansfers; and 

4 wherein receiving from the receiver the Mesignation of the target account 

5 comprises receiving from the receiver a selection of one of the list of target 

6 accounts. \ 

1 25. The method of claim 1, wherein the receiver ik a business and wherein 

2 receiving from the receiver the designation of the target account^r receiving the funds 

3 from the sender comprises: \ 

4 Storing for the receiver, prior to the funds transfer by a sender, the designation of 

5 the target account of the receiver. \ 

/ 26. The method of claim 1, further comprising: \ 

2 receiving from the sender bill identification information that identified a bill 

3 received from the receiver; and \ 

4 transmitting the bill identification information to the receiver to allow the receiver 
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5 to credit the sender with payment of the bill for the amount of the funds 

6 transfer. 

\ 

J 27. The njethod of claim 1, further comprising: 

2 registering me sender for future funds transfers by storing for the sender a list of 

3 business receivers for receiving funds transfers, the list including for each 

4 business receiver an account number of a business account of the sender held 

5 by the businessVeceiver; 

6 registering each business receiver for receiving the future funds transfers by 

7 storing for each business receiver the designations of the target account of the 

8 business receiver; and\^ 

9 automatically, and in response to the sender's designation of one of the sender's 

10 list of business receivers, ptoviding the sender's source account and business 
n receiver's stored designateov target account to the ACH member and 
12 instructing the ACH member toVffect a number of ACH entries to cause the 
J 3 transfer of funds from the source account to the target account. 

y 28. The method of claim 27, further composing: 

2 providing the business receiver with the sendeV s business account and the amount 

3 of the funds transfer to allow the business\receiver to credit the sender's 

4 business account for the amount of the funds transfer. 

1 29. The method of claim 1, wherein the received is a business, further 

2 comprising: \ 

3 registering the business receiver for receiving the future fundsvtransfers by storing 

4 for the business receiver the designation of the target accoutat of the business 

5 receiver; \ 

6 receiving from the sender bill identification information that idemifies a bill 

7 received from the business receiver; \ 

8 automatically, and in response to the sender's designation the business r^eiver, 

9 providing the sender's source account and business receiver's stored 
10 designated target account to the ACH member and instructing the AOH 
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11 member to effect a number of ACH entries to cause the transfer of funds from 

12 the source account to the target account; and 

13 transmitting the bill identification information to the business receiver to allow 

14 the business receiver to credit the sender with payment of the bill for the 

15 amount of the funds transfer. 

/ 30. The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

2 authenticating the sender by: 

3 receiving from the sender first current activity information of the source 

\ 

4 account; 

5 receiving from an automated system second current activity information of 

6 the source account;"^^ 

7 comparing the first current activity information with the second current 

8 activity information to\letermine whether the activity information 

9 matches; and 
10 responsive to the first currerk activity information from the sender 
ij matching the second current activity information from the automated 
12 system, proceeding with the funds transfer. 

; 31. The method of claim 30, wherein the aut^ated system is the Point of Sale 
2 system. 

1 32. The method of claim 30, wherein the automat^ system is the Automated 

2 Teller Machine system. 

1 33. The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

2 authenticating the sender by: 

3 receiving from the sender a first account balance of the sdurce account; 

4 receiving from an automated system a second account \alance of the 

5 source account; 

6 comparing the first account balance with the second account l^alance to 

7 determine whether the balances match. 
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} 34\The method of claim 33, further comprising: 

2 responsive to the first and second account balances matching, continuing the 

3 flinds transfer; and 

4 responsiveNx) the first and second account balances not matching, terminating the 

5 funds tran^r. 

/ 35. The method opclaim 33, wherein the first and second account balances match 
2 if they are within a predetemuned range of each other. 

/ 36. The method of claim 3\ further comprising: 

2 adjusting the first account balWce with at least one current transaction occurring 

3 after the second account balark^e was last updated. 

1 37. The method of claim 33, whereinvthe automated system is the Point of Sale 

2 system. \ 

7 38. The method of claim 33, wherein the automated system is the Automated 

2 Teller Machine system. \ 

7 39. The method of claim 1, further comprising: \ 

2 authenticating the sender by: \ 

3 receiving from the sender a check number and^ amount for a check 

4 drawn on the source account; \ 

5 providing the check number to an automated system, to determine the 

6 amount of the check; and \ 

7 comparing the amount of the check received from the sender with the 
5 amount for the check received from an automated system t\ determine 
9 whether the amounts match. \ 

1 40. The method of claim 39, further comprising: \ 

2 responsive to the check amounts matching, continuing the funds transfer; and \ 

3 responsive to the check amounts not matching, terminating the funds transfer. \ 
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1 4l\ The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

2 authenticating the sender by: 

3 Veceiving from the sender a plurality of check numbers and respective 

4 \ amounts for checks drawn on the source account; 

5 providing the check numbers to an automated system to determine the 

6 amount of each check; and 

7 comparing\the amounts of the checks received from the sender with the 

8 amounts ibr the checks received from an automated system to 

9 determine wiether the amounts of corresponding check numbers 

10 match. \ 

} 42. The method of claim 41, funher comprising: 

2 responsive to at least a predetermined number of the check amounts matching, 

3 continuing the funds transfer; and \ 

4 responsive to at least the predetermined number of the check amounts not 

5 matching, terminating the funds transfer .\ 

y 43. The method of claim 1, further comprising: \ 

2 authenticating the sender by: \ 

3 receiving from the sender a user name and password for the sender's 

4 financial account at the sender's financial institution; 

5 attempting to access the sender's financial account via an online system 

6 using the received user name and password; \ 

7 responsive to successfully accessing the sender's final^ial account, 

8 continuing with the funds transfer; and \ 

9 responsive to not successfiilly accessing the sender's financialNaccount, 
JO terminating the fiinds transfer. \ 

J 44. The method of claim 43, further comprising: \ 

2 responsive to successfully accessing the sender's financial account, obtaining 

3 current account activity information for the source account. 
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/ 45. The method of claim 1, fiirther comprising: 

2 authenticating the sender by: 

5 \ receiving from the sender a user name and password for an personal online 

4 \ account of the sender; 

5 attempting to access the sender's personal online account via an online 

6 system using the received user name and password; 

7 responsive to successfully accessing the sender's personal online account, 
S continmng with the funds transfer; and 

9 responsive ro not successfully accessing the sender's financial account, 

10 terminating the funds transfer. 

; 46. The method of clainil, further comprising: 

2 determining whether there\s sufficient funds in the source account to effect the 

3 funds transfer without overdrawing the account; 

4 responsive to there being sufficient funds, providing the instructions to the ACH 

5 member to effect the ACH entries. 

/ 47. The method of claim 1, further c(9mprising^ 

2 prior to instructing the ACH member: \ 

3 querying a balance in the source account via an automated system; 

4 comparing the balance in the sourceXaccount with the amount of the funds 

5 transfer; \^ 

6 responsive to the balance exceeding the amount of the funds transfer, 

7 continuing the funds transfer; \ 

5 responsive to the balance not exceeding the amount of the funds transfer, 

9 terminating the funds transfer. \^ 

/ 48. The method of claim 1, further comprising: \ 

2 prior to instructing the ACH member: \ 

i querying via an automated system a balance in the source account; 

4 comparing the balance in the source account with the amount of the funds 

5 transfer; and 
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6 responsive to the balance exceeding the amount of the funds transfer by at 

7 * \least a predetermined amount, continuing the funds transfer; and 

8 responsive \o the balance not exceeding the amount of the funds transfer by at 

9 least a predetermines amount, terminating the funds transfer. 

/ 49. The method of claim 1, wherein providing the source account and target 

2 account designations to 3m automated clearinghouse (ACH) member and instructing the 

3 ACH member to effect a number of ACH entries to cause the transfer of funds from the 

4 source account to the target account further comprises: 

5 providing the source account designation to the ACH member and instructing the 

6 ACH member to effeiQt an ACH debit of the source account for the amount of 

7 the funds transfer; 
Q 8 querying via an automated s^tem a balance in the source account after the ACH 
'If 9 debit to the source account i^s posted; 

m 10 comparing the balance in the \ource account with the amount of the funds 

SI 

III ]] transfer; 

ft 12 responsive to the balance exceeding ihe amount of the funds transfer, instructing 

75 the ACH member to effect an ACH^redit of the target account for the amount 

14 of the funds transfer; and 

^ 15 responsive to the balance not exceedingVthe amount of the funds transfer, 

CI 16 terminating the funds transfer. 

i 

/ 50. The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

2 authenticating the sender by: 

3 receiving from the sender access data for acceding the sender's financial 

4 institution via an online system; 

5 attempting to access the sender's financial institutioii via an online system; 

6 responsive to successfully accessing the sender's financial institution via 

7 the online system, continuing with the funds transfer^and 

8 responsive to not successfully accessing the sender's financial institution 

9 via the online system, not continuing with the funds transfer. 
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/ 5\ The method of claim 50, wherein receiving from the sender access data 

2 further comprises receiving the sender's user name and password for accessing the 

1 sender's financial institution via an online system. 

/ 52. The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

2 receiving froni\the receiver a pre-authorization to withdraw the transfer amount 
i from the receiver's target account if the funds are retracted by the sender's 
4 financial institutron. 

1 53. The method of cPaim 1, wherein the sender does not have a previously 

2 established ACH originator relationship with an ACH member at which the 

3 sender's source account is^aintained. 

1 54. The method of claim 1, wnerein the receiver does not have a previously 

2 established ACH originator relationship wMi an ACH member at which the receiver's 
i target account is maintained. \ 

1 55. The method of claim 1, wherein neither the sender nor the receiver has an 

2 originator relationship with an ACH member for originating ACH entries, and a third 
i party has an originator relationship with an ACH member for originating the ACH entries 

4 to cause the transfer of funds fi-om the source account to thXtarget account. 

1 56. The method of claim 1, wherein instructing theVCH member to effect a 

2 number of ACH entries comprises: \ 

i instructing the ACH member to effect an ACH debit fronk the sender's source 

4 account to a third party financial account; and \ 

5 instructing the ACH member to effect an ACH credit fromVthe third party 

6 financial account to the receiver's target account \ 

1 ^^51, The method of claim 1, further comprising: \ 

2 y informing the sender that the funds transfer has been successfully completed by at 
i 7 least one of the following communication means: \ 

4 by an email message to the sender; 
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bv a telephone call to the sender; or 

by vsmdating a web page available. to the sender. 

58. The methi^d of claim 1, further comprising: 

informing the receiver that the funds transfer has been successfully completed by 

at least one ofthe following communication means: 
V by an email message to the receiver; 

by a telephone\call to the receiver; or 

by updating a web page available to the receiver. 

59. The method of claim Y wherein the sender's source account is a tax refund 
account. \ 

60. The method of claim 1, wnferein the sender's source account is a credit line 
accoimt. \ 

61. The method of claim 1, whereinNhe sender's source account is a credit card 
account, further comprising: \ 

charging the sender's account for the amount of the funds transfer, the charge to 

be paid to a third party; and \ 
instructing the ACH member to effect an AClTcredit for the transfer amount from 

the third party's financial account to the receiver's target account. 

62. The method of claim 1, wherein the receiver's target account is a tax refund 
account. \ 

63. The method of claim 1, wherein the receiver's financial account is a credit 
card account, further comprising: \ 

instructing the ACH member to effect an ACH debit for the tnmsfer amount from 
the sender's source account to a third party's financial account; and 

crediting the receiver's credit card account for the amount of the\funds transfer, 
the credit to be paid by the third party. \ 
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6^ The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

receiving a first password from the sender for use in identifying the receiver; 
receiving a second password from the receiver; 

responsivte to the first and second password matching, continuing with the fund 
transferWid 

responsive toNhe first and second password not matching, not continuing with the 
fund transfeV 

65. The method 0M:laim 1, fiarther comprising: 

determining that the receiver identified by the sender is the sender; and 
automatically prompting the sender to provide a target account for the funds 
transfer. \ 

66. A method of electronicNfunds transfer from senders for paying bills from a 
business receiver, the method comprising: 

receiving from each of the pluralitV of senders: 

an amount of a ftinds transfenfor paying a bill from the business receiver; 
a designation of the sender's soVce account for the fiinds transfer; and 
payment routing information including at least one of a designation of the 
business account of the send^ with the business receiver or bill 
identification information of a bill;\ 
receiving from the business receiver the designation of the target account for 

receiving the funds for payment of bills; \ 
electronically transmitting the source accounts designations of the plurality of 
senders and the target account designation of the business receiver to an ACH 
member and instructing the ACH member to effect \ number of use ACH 
entries to cause a plurality of fiinds transfers from the source accounts of the 
senders to the target account of the business receiver; and \ 
providing the business receiver with the payment routing information of the each 
of the senders and the amount of funds transfer by each sena^r to allow the 
business receiver to credit each sender for the amount of the fiinds transfer. 
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6>NThe method of claim 66, further comprising: 

instrubling the ACH member to effect ACH debits from the senders' source 

accounts to a third party's financial account; and 
instructing the ACH member to effect at least one ACH credit from the third 

party's fiiwicial account to the business receiver's target account for a total 

amount of thov^enders' fund transfers. 

68. The method of ^im 66, further comprising: 

receiving from the business receiver bills for each of the plurality of senders; and 
providing to each sender tfte respective bill for the sender. 

69. The method of claim 68, Vherein providing to each sender the respective bill 
for the sender further comprises sending each sender an email with the bill from the 
business receiver. \ 

70. The method of claim 68, wherein p^viding to a sender the respective bill for 
the sender further comprises presenting the bill forUhe sender on a web page. 

71. A method of electronic funds transfer from a sender for paying a bill from a 
business receiver, the method comprising: \ 

receiving from the sender an amount of a funds transfer for paying the bill from 
the business receiver, a designation of the sender's source account for the 
funds transfer, and payment routing information mcluding at least one of a 
designation of the business account of the sender witnsthe business receiver^ 
bill identification information associated with the bill; 

electronically transmitting the source account designation or\the sender and the 
amount of the funds transfer to the business receiver to allow the business 
receiver to effect a number of automated clearinghouse entrifes to cause the 
funds transfer for the amount from the source account of the lender to the 
target account of the business receiver; and \ 

electronically transmitting to the business receiver the paymem routing 
information of the sender to allow the business receiver to credit tne sender 

79 



I6319/03878/SF/5013843.5 



foKpayment of the bill in the amount of the funds transfer. 

72. A method of electronic funds transfer from a sender for paying a bill from a 
business receiver, th\ method comprising: 

receiving from\he sender an amount of a funds transfer for paying the bill from 
the business rWeiver, a designation of the sender's source account for the 
funds transfer, and payment routing information including at least one of a 
designation of the Business account of the sender with the business receiver or 
bill identification infi^mation associated with the bill; 

providing the source accoVit designation of the sender and a target account 
designation of a third party to an automated clearinghouse (ACH) member 
and instructing the ACH member to effect an ACH entry to debit the amount 
of the funds transfer from th\ sender's source account to the third party's 
target account; \ 

providing the business receiver with thesamount of the funds transfer and the third 
party's financial account designation\o allow the business receiver to effect 
an ACH entry to debit of the amount \)f the funds transfer from the third 
party's financial account to a target accounTu>f the business receiver; and 

providing the business receiver with the payment routing information of the 
sender to allow the business receiver to creditNlie sender for payment of the 
bill in the amount of the funds transfer. \ 

73. A method for authenticating a sender of an electronic funds transfer, the 
method comprising: \ 

receiving from the sender first current account activity infoWation of a source 
account from which the funds are to be transferred; \ 

receiving from an automated system second current account activity information 
of the source account ; \ 

comparing the first current account activity information with the secmid current 
account activity information to determine whether the activity infbrmation 
matches; \ 

responsive to the account activity information matching, continuing wkh a 
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of funds from the source account; and 
responsive to the aclrmiQt activity information not matching, not continuing a 
transfer of funds from the soliree^acjcsunt. 



,3? 



^(^\ y74T<Uie^method of claim 74, wherem tne current account aciiviiy iiifuinidlioH-4s 
account balance of the soiffce^aeeaunt. 



1 75v The method of claim 74, wherein the first and second account balances 

2 match if theysare within a predetermined range of each other. 



76. The method of claim 74, further comprising: 
adjusting th\ first account balance with at least one current transaction occurring 
on the sam\day as the funds transfer. 



1 77. The method claim 74, wherein the automated system is the Point of Sale 

2 system. 

1 78. The method of claii^ 74, wherein the automated system is the Automated 

2 Teller Machine system. 

; 79. The method of claim 74, Vherein the account activity information is the 

2 check number and amount of at least one cn^k written on the source account. 

y 80. A method for authenticating a seiner of an electronic funds transfer, the 

2 method comprising: 

3 receiving from the sender a check number an^ an amount for a check drawn on a 

4 source account from which the funds are to b^transferred; 

5 providing the check number to an automated syst^ to determine the amount of 

6 the check; and 

7 comparing the amount of the check received from the se)^er with the amount for 

8 the check received from the automated system to determine whether the 

9 amounts match; 

10 responsive to the check amounts matching, continuing with a t^^sfer of funds 

1 1 from the source account; and 
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12 r^onsive to the check amounts not matching, not continuing with a transfer of 

73 fimds from the source account. 

J 81 . A metn^ executed by a funds transfer service for reducing the credit risk of 

2 an electronic funds traH3fer on behalf of a sender using an automated clearinghouse 

3 network, wherein the fundVtransfer service is the originator of automated clearinghouse 

4 entries for effecting the funds\ransfer, and wherein the sender has a source account from 

5 which the funds are to be translferred at a financial institution independent of the funds 

6 transfer service, the method compri^ng: 

7 the funds transfer service receiving a request from a sender to transfer funds to a 

8 receiver, the request from tne sender including a designation, of the source 

9 account from which the funds \e to be transferred, and a designation of a 
CI 10 recipient; 

77 the funds transfer service querying an automated system to determine a balance in 

Ul 12 the source account of the sender at the sender's financial institution; 

m 13 responsive to the balance being positive, contiimng with a transfer of funds from 

14 the source account; and 

m 

15 responsive to the balance being negative, terminating the transfer of funds from 

CI 

16 the source account. 

if 7 82. A method for authenticating a sender of an electrom^ funds transfer, the 

Ci 2 method comprising: 

3 receiving from the sender a plurality of check numbers and respective amounts for 

4 checks drawn on the source account from which the fun^s are to be 

5 transferred; 

6 providing the check numbers to an automated system to determine the Respective 

7 amount of each check; 

8 comparing the amounts of the checks received from the sender with the an^unts 

9 for the checks received from an automated system to determine whetherXthe 

♦ 

10 respective amounts of corresponding check numbers match; 
77 responsive to at least a predetermined number of the check amounts matching^ 
12 terminating the transfer of funds from the source account; and 
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13 responsive to at least the predetermined number of the check amounts not 

14 matching, terminating the transfer of funds from the source account. 

1 ^ A method for reducing the risk of an electronic funds transfer by a sender 

2 using an automated clearinghouse network wherein the sender is not the originator of the 

3 automated cleaiWhouse entries, the method comprising: 

4 querying an automated system to determine a balance in the source account of the 

5 sender; 

6 comparing the balanc^Hn the source account with an amount of the funds transfer 

7 by the sender; 

8 responsive to the balance exceecHng the amount of the funds transfer, continuing 

9 with a transfer of funds from the s^u-ce account; and 

w responsive to the balance not exceedmg. the amount of the funds transfer, 

11 terminating the transfer of funds from the sbiurce account. 

1 -^^r-^iejnetho^d of claim 83mnher company: 

2 continuing with thelrSx^fer^mfiojads^^ the balance exceeds the amount of the 

3 funds transfer by at ugast a p^edeteffllinedainoimt>^ 

1 85N^ method of performing an electronic funds transfer from a sender to a 

2 receiver using an automated clearinghouse network, wherein the sender is not the 

3 originator of the autohmted clearinghouse entries, the method comprising: 

4 providing a sourcbsaccount designation of a source account of the sender from 

5 which the funds arc\to be transferred to an automated clearinghouse (ACH) 

6 member and instructin^the ACH member to effect an ACH debit of the 

7 source account for an amouht of the funds transfer; 

8 after the ACH debit to the source\ccount has posted, comparing the balance in 

9 the source account with the amountWthe funds transfer; and 

10 responsive to the balance exceeding the amount of the funds transfer, instructing 
// the ACH member to effect an ACH credit mr the amount of the funds transfer 

12 to a target account of the receiver. \ 
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y »6l The method of claim 85, further comprising: 

2 responsive to the balance not exceeding the amount of the funds transfer, utilizing 

5 a secondary system to determine whether the source account has sufficient 

4 fundsto perform the funds transfer.. 

y 87. A method of processing payments for online purchases on the internet, the 
2 method comprising: \ 

5 receiving via the im^met from a seller a request to process a purchase by a 

4 purchaser; \ 

5 receiving via the intemetVrom the purchaser a designation of a source account 

6 from which the purchase amount is to be transferred; 

7 receiving the amount of the purchase; and 

8 providing to an automated clearinghouse (ACH) member the source account 

9 designation and designation of a target account of the seller for receiving the 
\o purchase amount, and instructing the ACH member to effect a number of 

11 ACH entries to cause the transfer of the purchase amount from the source 

12 account of the purchaser to the target account of the seller. 

; 88. The method of claim 87, further comprising: \ 

2 receiving with the request from the seller a designatioti of the target account of the 

5 seller for receiving an amount of the purchase. \ 

y 89. A system for facilitating funds transfers, comprising: \ 

2 a web site comprising: \ 

3 at least one web page that receives a request from a sendee for transferring 

4 funds, including form fields for receiving a designation of a source 

5 account of the sender, an amount of the funds transfer, Vid contact 

6 information of the receiver of the funds transfer, without deceiving 

7 from the sender a target account designation of the receiver; \ 

8 at least one web page that receives from a receiver of a funds transrhr a 

9 designation of a target account for the funds transfer; and \ 

10 a database coupled to the web site for receiving and storing the sender and 
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u r6Q.eiver provided information; and 

72 a host "Computer coupled to the database to obtain the sender and receiver 

13 provideo^^ information therefrom, and further coupled via a communications 

14 network ta an automated clearinghouse (ACH) network, and that transmits to 

15 an ACH member of the ACH network instructions to effect a number of ACH 

16 entries to cause the transfer the amount from the sender's source account to 
77 the receiver's target account. 

7 90. A system for facilitating funds transfers, comprising: 

2 a first electronic communimtions interface coupled to a public communications 

3 network to receive from a idient computer operated by a sender a transmitted 

4 request to transfer funds of tl^ sender to a receiver, the request including a 
CI 5 designation of a source account of the sender, an amount of the funds transfer, 

6 and contact information of the recb;wer of the funds transfer, the request not 
HI 7 including a target account designatioirof the receiver; 

iill 8 a database coupled to the first electronic conmiunications interface to receive and 

- 9 store the request; 

10 a second electronic communications interfece coupled to the public 

77 communications network that processes theX^ontact information of the 

12 receiver to contact the receiver; 

C| 13 a third electronic communications interface coupled to tWe public communications 

14 network that receives from the receiver an electronic transmission including a 

15 designation of a target account of the receiver, and further coupled to the 

16 database to update the stored request with the received target laccount; and 

77 a processing component, coupled to read the request from the\database, and 

18 further coupled to an interface to an automated clearinghouse (AOH) network, 

19 that processes the request by transmitting instructions to an ACH member to 

20 effect a number of ACH entries to cause the transfer the amount froin the 
27 sender's source account to the receiver's target account. 

7 91. The system of claim 90 wherein the first electronic communications interfac^ 
2 comprises a web server and a web page containing a form for receiving the request. 
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/ 92. \rhe system of claim 90, wherein the first electronic communications interface 

2 comprises an\nteractive voice response telephone system. 

/ 93. The S)^tem of claim 90 wherein the first electronic communications interface 

2 comprises an electronic mail post office that receives the request in an electronic mail 

3 communication from trte sender, and a parser that extracts the request from the electronic 

4 mail communication. \ 

/ 94. The system of\laim 90 wherein the second electronic communications 

2 interface comprises electronic mail generation software that generates an electronic mail 

3 communication to the receiver and transmits the electronic mail communication to the 

4 receiver via the public communication network, the electronic mail communication 

5 including information identifying the sender, and information enabling the receiver to 

6 provide the target account designation to tne third electronic communications interface. 

/ 95. The system of claim 90 wherein the second electronic communications 

2 interface comprises an interactive voice response^telephone system. 

7 96. The system of claim 90 wherein theXsecond electronic communications 

2 interface comprises an electronic mail post office wiich receives the request in an 

3 electronic mail communication from the sender, and a parser that extracts the request 

4 from the electronic mail communication. \^ 

/ 97. A computer mediated method of electronically trimsferring fimds from a 

2 sender to a receiver, comprising: \ 

3 on a sender's client device: \ 

4 receiving from the sender a request for a fiinds transfer, the request 

5 including a designation of a source account for the funds transfer, and 

6 contact information of the receiver sufficient for contacting the 

7 receiver, and not including from the sender a designation \)f a target 

8 account of the receiver; \ 

9 transmitting the request to a host system; \ 

10 on the host system: 
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jj receiving the request from the sender's client device ; 

12 transmitting to the receiver using the contact information included in the 

J3 reiquest, information indicating that the sender has initiated a funds 

14 transfer to the receiver; 

75 on a receiver's clfent device: 

16 receiving the\transmitted information from the host system; 

7 7 transmitting tOy the host system a designation of the receiver's target 

18 account for reviving the funds transfer; and 

J9 on the host system: 

20 receiving from the reviver's client device the designation of the target 

27 account for receiving ^le funds from the sender; and 

22 transmitting to an automate\clearinghouse (ACH) member instructions to 

'"f 23 effect a number of ACH entries to cause the transfer of funds from the 

£ 24 sender's source account to th\ receiver's target account. 

SI 
Si 

III ; 98. A system for electronically transferring funds from a sender to a receiver, 
2 comprising: 

1 software means for receiving from the sender"^ amount of a fimds transfer, a 
r[ 4 designation of a source account for the funds tiWisfer, and contact information 
^ 5 of the receiver sufficient for contacting the receiver, without receiving fi-om 
r| 6 the sender a designation of a target account of the receiver; 

7 software means for receiving from the receiver the assignation of the target 

8 account for receiving the fimds from the sender; and 

9 software means for instructing an automated clearinghous8y(ACH) member to 

10 effect a number of ACH entries to cause the transfer of flings from the source 
77 account to the target account. 

7 99. A method of conducting a business of facilitating electronic fu^ds transfers 

2 between senders and receivers, the method comprising: 

3 providing a web site that receives from a sender a request for an electrohic fimds 

4 transfer, the request including the sender's source account, a fiinds rransfer 

5 amount, and contact information of a receiver of the fiinds transfer, anX not 

87 

I63I9/03878/SF/5013843.5 



6 inckKling the target account of the receiver for receiving the funds, and that 

7 separately receives from the receiver the target account for receiving the funds 
5 transfer; gmd 

9 responsive to receiving via the web site a sender's request to transfer funds to a 

\o receiver, andVesponsive to the receiver's designation of the target account, 

\] automatically pk)viding instructions to an automated system member which 

n result in a first tnmsfer the funds transfer amount from the sender's source 

/i account and a second transfer of the funds transfer amount to the receiver's 

14 target account. \ 

1 100. The method of claim 99)swherein: 

2 the web site includes: \ 

3 a first form for receiving, from a sender information identifying the 

4 sender's source account ibr a funds transfer, a funds transfer amount, 

5 and information for contacting a receiver of the funds transfer; and 

6 a second form for receiving from kreceiver of a funds transfer information 

7 designating a target account for r^eiving the funds of a sender; and 
S the method further comprising: \ 

9 receiving via the first form the request from a sender to transfer funds to 

\o the receiver; \ 

77 automatically contacting the receiver using \he contact information to 

72 notify the receiver of the funds transfer; and \ 

73 receiving via the second form the receiver's targer^ccount for receiving 
14 the funds transfer. \ 

7 101. The method of claim 100, wherein automatically providinkinstructions to 

2 an automated system further comprises: \ 

5 providing instructions to an automated clearinghouse system to: \ 

4 perform the first transfer of the funds transfer amount from the lender's 

5 source account to a third party's account; and \ 

6 perform the second transfer of the funds transfer amount from the third 

7 party's account to the receiver's target account. \ 
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